THE  LETTERS  OF  KINO  HENRY  VIII

to inculk and set forth with how much goodwill and solicitudi
we have studied that, although importunately and daily ou
subjects beset us with complaints and prayers, contending by al
means that instantly and without delay this Statute for the
abrogation of Annates be promulgated, nevertheless their effort:
should be diverted; that indeed they should submit everything
to our arbitre and judgement, and that whatsoever is enactec
shall be so hidden and concealed from all, that no foreign Prince
shall be able to take occasion from it to decree a like edict for the
abolition of Annates in his own kingdom. In which thing, that
the Pope himself and the Cardinals may recognize the greatness
of our affection towards them, you must exert yourselves with all
zeal and prudence. If, however, it shall not be given to you to
obtain this from them, and they are pleased to misconstrue our
amiability and friendship, you must put them in mind what
inconveniences and hurt to the Roman Curia and to their own
dignity are like to ensue thereof, if we, for their ingratitude,
openly acquaint the world with what is now secret, and confirm
it by our authority, whence that other Princes and realms may
draw example is not unlike, , . ,

In May, 1532, an even more significant step was taken. The
Commons were busy pressing their grievances against the clergy,
and when convocation appealed to the King for help to resist
the proposed encroachments upon their power Henry made his
bargain, which resulted in nothing less than the famous * Sub-
mission of the Clergy '. Put briefly, on May 10 Convocation
was told, firstly, that there was to be no more ecclesiastical legis-
lation made unless it received the royal assent; secondly, that the
existing body of ecclesiastical law was to be revised by a com-
mittee chosen by the King, half of whom were to be laymen;
and that finally, the laws thus approved were to be submitted
to the King for his assent. By May 15 these terms had been
accepted by the clergy of England. It was the first triumphant
assertion of Supreme Headship.

The end of the story can now be quickly told. In January,
I533> Henry secredy married Anne Boleyn, knowing her to be
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